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for a few months such complicated misery1, he relinquished' a situation which all his life afterwards he recollected with the strongest aversion, and even a degree of horrour3. But it is probable that at this period, Avhatever uneasiness he may have endured, he laid the foundation of much future eminence by application to his studies.
Being- now again totally unoccupied, he was invited by Mr. Hector to pass some time with him at Birmingham, as his guest, at the house of Mr. Warren, with whom Mr. Hector lodged and boarded. Mr. Warren was the first established bookseller in Birmingham, and was very attentive to Johnson, who he soon found could be of much service to him in his trade, by his knowledge of literature; and he even obtained the assistance of his pen in furnishing some numbers of a periodical Essay printed in the news-paper, of which Warren was proprietor3. After very diligent inquiry, I have not been able to recover those early specimens of that particular mode of writing by which Johnson afterwards so greatly distinguished himself.
He continued  to live as Mr. Hector's guest for about  six
no intercourse with man to humanize     and at last obscurely and unprofit-
thc mind, no commerce to smooth     ably to leave, with an indignant joy,
their rugged manners, they continue     the  miseries  of a world which his
the boors  of nature.1    Life of W.     talents might have illustrated and his
HttttOH, p. 45.                                        virtues adorned.    Such things have
1 It appears from a letter of John-     been and will be.    But surely in that
son's  to  a friend,  dated  Lichfield,     better life which good men dream of,
July 27, 1732, that he had left Sir     the spirit of a Kepler or a Milton
Wolstan   Dixie's    house    recently,     will find a more propitious destiny.'
before that letter was written.    MA-     Conway's Carfyla, p. 176. LONE.                                                     3 This newspaper was tticBirming-
* 'The despicable wretchedness of    ham Journal.    In the office of the
teaching,1 wrote Carlyle, in his twenty-     Birmingham Daily Post is preserved
fourth year, when he was himself a     the number (No.28) for May 21,1733.
teacher, 'can be known only to those     It is believed to be the only copy in
who have tried it, and to Him who     existence.   Warren is described by
made the heart and knows  it all.     W. Hutton (Life, p. 77) as one of the
One meets with few spectacles more     ' three eminent booksellers' in Bir-
afflicting than that of a young man     mingham in 1750.    'His house was
with  a free spirit,  with  impetuous     "over against the Swan Tavern," in
though   honourable   feelings,   con-     High Street; doubtless in one of the
dcmned to waste the flower of his     old half-timbered houses pulled down
life in such a calling ; to fade in it by     in 1838 [1850].'  Timmins's Dr.John-
slow and sure corrosion of discontent;     son in Birmingham, p. 4.
monthsf the navy. MALONK,
